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10 PROFESSORS OF PERFECT LOVE. © 


BY JESSE T. PEOK, D. D. | 


PROFESSION MUST BE. VINDICATED ; 


Anp first of all by the fact. It supposes the fact. Without 
the fact to sustain it, it is a false profession never entitled to 
respect and utterly unable for any considerable portion of time, to 
command it. Nothing ‘but the clear evidence of the existence of | 
the fact, such as the Holy Scriptures authorize, could have — 
justified the profession at first. You must have felt within you a — 
consciousness of an entire consecration to God —a sensible death — 
. to the world and self, a sweet sinking into the Divine will, a calm, — 
unwavering trust in the merits of the Saviour, a full realization of — 
_ His promises, a positive grasping of. the offer of full redemption, a 

pure, steady, full, and perfect love, casting out all fear, which 
enabled you to “ reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord,” before you were able 
_ to say in all the assurance of a living, triumphant faith, 


) 
“Tis done, thou dost this moment save, 
With full salvation bless, 
- Redemption in thy blood I have, 
And spotless love and pure.” : 
VOL. XXIII. T 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


To your own heart you said it, in response to the Spirit, who 
said it first to you. To your precious, bleeding Saviour you said 
it, as with holy, melting joy you gazed upon his countenance 
radiant with love. ‘To the beloved ones who were near you when 
you found the rest-of perfect faith, to the church of the Redeemer, 
and at length to the listening world, you humbly and. affectingly 
said, the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son doves cleanse me from all 
sin. And there was an evident truth — a power in the announce- 

ment, which, for the time, even your enemies could neither gainsay. 
resist. 


This: is what I mean by the profession sustained by the fact. 


“The great transaction was done” before you could speak of it. 


To have proclaimed it without valid reasons for beleiving it true, 


would have been to bring upon your souls the most distressing 
condemnation. 

~ It will, however, be easy to sce what is meant by the profession 
vindicated by the fact. It is not enough that it was once true 


that you were cleansed from all sin. It is entirely possible that 


the profession may outlive the fact. There is no infallibility in 
sanctified man. The light which is in him may become darkness. 
Faith may decline and the communion between the soul and the 
Saviour may be interrupted. Watchfulness may diminish, and in 
an ungarded hour the tempter may come in, throw doubt over the 
heart, and over the work of God — sow again the seeds of sin, 


where once all was pure and productive of good fruit only, and 


bring again into guilt, and at least temporary bondage, the spirit 
that was once free from inward pollution. Self that was buried 
may rise again and begin to exact its tribute of service and adora- 
tion; and the world which was crucified to you, may be quickened 
Into life, and your halting, tempted, and now again corrupted 
spirit, see something good and attractive in its wealth, its honor, 
and its pleasures. Then it wou'd be impossible to vi. dicate the 
profession. The great fact would be wanting which would render 
the profession true, and it would be difficult to exagyerate the } eril, 

and the harm which would result from persisting in the profession 
after the blessing is really lost. 


But I must guard you against a misconstruction of my views at 
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TO PROFESSORS OF PERFECT LOVE. 99 


this point. I do not mean that we are to be restrained from 
claiming the blessing, by severe temptation. We may be tempted 
to distrust the Rarities wed doubt his word — to question his 


work — to reject the whole system of salvation, and to commit the 
most greivous sins, and such may be the severity of the attack, the 


impenetrable gloom which settles down upon the spirit, that for a 
time it may be difficult, and even improbable, to tell the state the 
mind is in. But it would be premature to renounce our claim to 
the sanctified state, while the storm of temptation lasts. We may 
feel conscious of strong inward aversion to every suggestion of the 
tempter — we may feel grieved at the very thoughts of evil excited 
in the soul, and when the trial is over feel our trust in God firmer 
than ever. Evidently, then, we have suffered no harm, but received 
a greater good under the very circumstances of which the enemy 


would have availed himself, to induce us to “cast away our 


confidence which hath great recompense of reward.”’ 
Nor are we to yield our faith in the work of salvation wroughit 


im our hearts, at every instance of infirmity which we detect in 
ourselves. 


severe judgment of whatever we see in ourselves, 
not bear the rigor of Divine justice. Of this very fact the devil 
may take advantag>, to insinuate that we are mistaken in our own 


evidence, that we could commit no such errors—be guilty of no 
such indiscretions, if we were wholly sanctified. Inferring our 


apostacy from the state of entire sanctification upon such grounds, 
would be illegitimate and highly dangerous. None ought to be 
more critical in the analysis of human thought, and feeling, and 
motive, than you who are “sanctified in Christ Jesus.” In all 


these failings you ought to be able to see the pure intention, the. 


high and holy purpose, and to feel the power of the blood which 
avails for sinners. And if you find upon examination that you 
have done wrong, that you have even yielded to temptation and 
siuned against God, there is still a better way than the public 
disavowal of your sanctified state. You are to hasten again to 
the blood that cleanseth, and rest not until the blot is removed 
from your soul, and the witness fully restored. It may be your 


LL 


It is the effect of this great work in its fullness to. 
produce a tender conscience —a horror of sin — a strict and 
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duty to acknowledge the sin, certainly, if it was a matter involving 
the interests of others, and to honor the grace which has again 
caused you to triumph over your foe; but by no means fo 
renounce, either in faith or profession, the consecrated state from 
which you have been, for the instant, driven. 

No, it is not the temporary observation of this glorious light, not 


the fact that you have lost it — that you are now without rt, which 
disqualifies you to profess it. When by careful examination you 
find, and however much to your grief or shame, are compelled to 
admit, that you have really given place to the devil, that your 
heart has actually become again corrupt, that you now have fear 
mingled with your love, self ‘and the world rivaling the Saviour 


and holy power with which you resisted all evil, triumphed over 


all attempts upon your Self- possession ; then, whatever be your grief 
and mortification, you must give up your claim to the state of - 


entire sanctification, until by deep penitence, earnest prayer, and 
triimphant faith you can recover it again. It is of no use to 
persist in the profession after the fact is gone. You cannot  vindi- 
cate it. The fraud will be evident, however artfully you may 
seek toconceal. If the light is not in you, you cannot let it shine. 
But perfect love, if it really exist in the heart, will sustain its 
humble declaration. The spirit with which it utters itself — the 


-' tender, subdued, and melting power which accompanies all its 


expressions, will put to silence the cavils of men, and compel, at 


| least, inward assent to its sincerity and truth. And this must be 


done. We must have the fact on which to rest our professions. 
We must not, brethren, we really must not commit the same cause 
of holiness to the results of mere empty profession. We shall 
endanger — we shall certainly ruin our own souls, if we persist 
in it, and worst of all, we shall give occasion to opposers to dis- 
credit the efficacy of the Saviour’s blood, and deny the glorious 
privilege of the Son of God. 


THE error of a moment is often the sorrow of a life. 


the mere temptation that you have lost the gracious blessing, but 


in your affections, and evil tempers in the place of that sweetness" 
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WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO THE LORD. 101 


ORIGINAL. | 
WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO THE LORD. 


A CLERGYMAN, writing to a friend, says, “ What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits? I have nothing, but my choice 


and will in the present moment—all the rest is his; these he 


shall have as they are called out in the varied duties of life.” 
The question, ‘ What shall-I render to the Lord for all his 


“benefits ?” is often on the lips of the devout, but it is not always 


answered so clearly and definitely. Some interesting considera- 
tions are involved in this reply. The writer seems to say, ‘‘ As a 


child of God, all I have, and all I am, are his. I have solemnly 


dedicated to him every power of body and mind, every talent and 


-acquirement, and every moment of my time. But strictly speak- 


ing, these things never were mine to give. I had been accus- 


tomed to call them mine, and, up to the period of my conversion, : 


I used them all as if they were mine; yet they were always the 


property of the Creator. David says, ‘Of thine own have we 


given thee.’ But my chovce and will seem to be mine, in a sense 


that nothing else is. In surrendering these, I seem to give him 


something whichis mine. As the poet says, 


moe ‘Our wills are ours, we know not how; 
Our wills are ours—to make them Thine.’” | 


The hermits used to think they gave up much, when, with a 
devout enthusiasm, they renounced the world, and retiring to — 


caves and dens, denied themselves all the sweets of life. But 
they could not with propriety be said to have given anything to 
God, until they renounced their own wills. Even in these days of 
self-indulgence, there may sometimes be seen Christians, or those 
who would be so considered, renouncing the pomps and vanities of 
the world, rigidly conscientious in the observance of every 
religious duty, after subjecting themselves to considerable incon- 
venience for the good of others, and scarcely allowing themselves 
in any indulgence ; yet nothing is gained spiritually, because they 
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102 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


do not yield up the wit. For in this consists the essence of all 
true self-denial. In giving up other things, there may be a secret. 
gratification of the writ. Like Herod, such persons hear the 
truth gladly, and do many things. But one thing 1s needful, 


viz., that, they should resign themselves to the Divine disposal, and — 


permit the Spirit to work in and through them,.as he pleases. 

Can God accept any thing short of this? Can they themsely es, 

ever be happy or satisfied in a state short of this? - 

~ Individuals in this state will say, “ We desire to have the will 
of the Lord done.” You have an intellectual conviction that the 
will of God is best, and you desire it in a sort of general way, 


where you think it will not particularly interfere with you. But 


just watch:yourself; the next hour, the will of God conflicts with 
your personal comfort, either in the weather, or in your health, or 
in some unwelcome call of duty, or in some disagreeable occur- 


rence ; perhaps he suffers some one to annoy you, find fault with 


you, contradict you, differ from you rudely in opinion, withhold 
some kindness you was calculating upon, or show a coldness of 


manner towards you, manifest ingratitude for your favors, fail to 


keep a promise, carelessly injure your property, or perhaps. only 
break over the rules of politeness; whatever it is—no matter 


what—God permits it, and, (however wrong ip the individual, 


through whom the offence cometh,) it is, as far as you are con- 
cerned, a development of His will; it forms a part of the disci- 
pline of life, which He administers through various agents. 

Now, if you indulge, for one moment, feelings of discontent 
under the allotments of Providence, or a reluctance to the per- 
formance of any duty, or impatience with the conduct of others, 
it is certain your will is not, at that moment, in harmony with the 


nation to the will of God, and another to carry it out into the 
daily occurrences of life. Such persons sometimes console them- 
selves by. remembering, that when the hand of God has been 
heavy upon them, they have been able to submit. They love to 
recall the gentle, subdued, childlike feelings they had under such 
and such a bereavement ; how they were enabled to say, ‘ It is 
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.’ - 


Divine will. It is one thing to talk in a general way about resig-— 
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Apostle says, ‘count it all joy.’ 


JOHN BUNYAN. 103 


Then, is it not evident that they are now in a backslidden state ? 
That cheerful acquiescence which enabled them to bear the 


greater trouble, would surely suffice now for the less. It will not 


do for them to take their former experience as evidence, (in the 
face of their present every- day e Speen) that they are ina 
state of grace. | 

There is another thought of interest connected with this answer : 
“T have nothing but my choice and will in the present moment.” 
It seems to simplify the way of holiness. 
holy living are here combined. Without reference to past 


experience, or the future, it just shuts the soul up to the present 


moment ; which, indeed, is all we have anything to do with. “The 


writer may be considered as saying, ‘*‘ What appears to be the 


will of God, as it respects duty or suffering, in the present moment, 
that I accept—I choose. Every. moment has its appropriate 
duty—let. me do it gladly. Every hour, perhaps, brings with it 
something to be endured—let me meet it cheerfully, and as the 
Then, and then only, do I 
know for a certainty that I love the will of God. Then, and then 
only, can I be said to be walking in the way of holiness.” This 


state of mind refers every thing to God, and desires every thing 


from him. Then God becomes ‘the beginning and end, the 
reason and motive of our doing or not doing, from morning to 


night; then every where, whether speaking or silent, whether 
Saale or outwardly employed, we are equally offered up to the 


Eternal Spirit, and have our life in him, and from him.” 


Joun Bunyan said he had seven abominations of which he 


greatly complained : 

1. An inclination to unbelief. 
Forgetfulness of the love and mercy of Christ. 
. Trust and confidence in his own works. | 
. Wandering thoughts and coldness in prayer. 
Neglect of watchfulness and prayer. 
Pronamess to murmur against God and man. 


. Mixing with duties self-will, selflove, pride, impatience, 
_-positiveness, 


For all the rules of. 
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104  @UIDE TO HOLINESS. 


1 AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


‘THE people of God are distinguished by various appellatives in 


the Holy Scriptures. They are sometimes called the ‘ children 
of God,” “children of light,” “children of promise,’ and in 
-contradistinction to those of the wicked one, they are called 
“sheep,” the very emblem of gentleness, meekness, and innocency. 


Our Saviour represents himself to this class of persons as being 


“the good shepherd.” ‘The relations existing between Christ and 


his people are in some respects very similar to those existing 
between the shepherd and his flock, and it wall be our attempt 
briefly to compare these relations. 


1. The shepherd makes it his business to watch over his flock, | 


—tolead them into green pastures, and to protect them from the 
ravages of the wolf. The relation between Christ and his flock, is 


identical. Let us revert to the time when we were gathered into 


his fold. Tas he not tenderly watched over, us ever since that 
time ’ When we have been disposed to be heedless of his calls, 


has he ever yet said, let him alone? Nay, but he has continued 


to woo us by his Holy Spirit ; and when we have returned tohim, 
he has fed us abundantly with the food which cometh down from 


heaven. He has led us into green pastures and beside the still 


waters. When we have been thrown in danger, his hand of 
protection and mercy has been around about us, so that no evil 
hath befallen us. In all the conflicts in which we have been 


engaged, when we have looked to him, faitliful to his promise, he 


has sustained and encouraged.us. Blessed Jesus! we thank thee 
for thy loving kindness and tender mercy. | 

2. Those sheep which are the most obedient to the calls of the 
shepherd, approach him with the greatest degree of confidence. 


And is it not equally true with respect to those who are obedient 


to the calls of “ the good shepherd.”? The tendency of the Holy 
Ghost is to illuminate the mind, and to point man to his duty. He 


who is duly impressed with his obligations to his Creator, will strive 


to be governed by the directions of the Spirit, and every act 
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I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD... 105 


of obedience will tend directly to elevate him in the mind of | 
Eternal Wisdom. He will have an inward assurance that he | 
is a child of God, and thus realizing his favor, he will approach 
Him with the nittebielty and confidence of a little child. If 

' we call to mind those who are most proverbial for their piety, — 
who are most entirely consecrated. to the meek and lowly Saviour, 
we shall find that these are they who approach before the throne 
of God with the greatest degree of confidence in his promises, and 
who recline, as it were, by faith on the blessed Redeemer. May 
_ God assist us both, dear reader, that we may perform the i a 
ments of his holy word, and safely get to heaven. 

3. The sheep follow the shepherd wherever he goes, “for they 
know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him ; for they know not the voice of strangers.” And thus 
it is with the sincere and honest Christian. He follows the 
Saviour through good and likewise through evil report, and when 
he ceases to do this, he ceases to be a Christian. But while he is 
one of the flock, he looks to ‘*the good shepherd,” and not 
unfrequently hears his voice speaking in accents of love and joy to 
his heart. But the voice of a stranger he will not heed. The 
temptations of Satan he steadfastly resists, and endeavors to flee 
every appearance of evil. . 

4. It may sometimes happen that the mother has not sufficient 
confidence in the shepherd to follow him along the lanes and high- © 
ways, and through fear turns back. The shepherd takes the 
| lamb in his arms and goes his way, and thus the mother is induced 
; to follow. And who is prepared to say, that this is not the design 
of God in taking the “tender babe from its mother’s breast? She 
may have been a follower of the Saviour when all was sunshine, 
but now that she is brought toa trial, she fears, (can’t follow him 
through evil report,) she turns back, and like Peter denies him. May 
not God pity her ignorance and employ means to turn her again 
Anto the fold of “the good shepherd?”’ And is it not an exceed- 
Ing great mercy that Christ should take the infant to his arms, 
if by so doing the mother can be induced to walk near his side ? 

o. The summer approaches, and the shepherd carries his flock 
into the fold, for the purpose of — them. a this pro- 
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our own memory. It is 
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cess they appear much distressed and perplexed. Perhaps they 
have no conception that any good can arise from it. 
so? Are they not better able to stand the heat of a vertical sun ? 
Does the shepherd not do them a great kindness, and they are 
perfectly ignorant whence it comes? And so with the Christian. 


It is not unfrequently the case he is called to pass through deep 


and pungent afflictions. His cry may often be, “Shew me 
wherefore thou contendest with me ;” “my complaint 1s bitter ; 


my stroke is heavier than my groaning. Oh, that 1 knew where. 


I might find him! that I might come even to his seat! I would 


order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.” 
He may feel that he is hedged in on all sides, and his future may 


bear the very impress of desolation, but if he will look alone to 


Christ. our “ good shepherd,” he will lead him in a way that 


he knew not of. It is thus we are prepared for that bright and 
glorious mansion whither we are hastening. © | 
Virgina. 


7 SELECTED. | 
“THE FIRST ITINERANT PREACHER IN WALES.” 


“.Q Gon, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, 
the noble works that Thou didst in their days, and in the old time before them.” 
“OQ Lorp, arise, help us, and deliver us for Thine honor.” (The Litany.) 


Amonc the names which shone in the early Methodistic annals, 
there is one to which little public attention has been dftawn within | 
pleasant, therefore, to hail a recent 


volume devoted to ‘The Life and Times of Howell Harris.” * 
This narrative is marked, if not by literary excellence, yet by the 
better and more appropriate qualities of candor, liberality, and a 
sweetly devout spirit. Added to these, there is in many parts a 


charm of Cambrian earnestness and simplicity, in virtue of which 


the biographer may claim kindred with his subject. Whatever a 


few keen censors say, we have not the less inclination to offer the 


| A the Rev. Edward Morgan, M. A, Vicar of Syston, Leicestershire. Holy- 
well. 


Yet is it 
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-meed of praise to this eminent Welshman because he cultivated a 
different section of the great Methodistical field from our own. 
‘‘ Blessed be thou of the Lord,” said our reverend Founder to 


Harris, at the close of two interviews, which other spirits, more © 
belligerent than either of these, had sought to embitter with 


wormwood of controversy,—* Blessed be thou of the Lord, thou 
man of -peace! Still follow after peace and holiness.” Delight- 
ful it is to turn from strife, and hold converse with men who had 
‘‘ purified” their “ souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit,” 


and who, dissenting somewhat from each other’s views, still cher- — 


ished an inextinguishable mutual love, and under that influence 


became meet for the higher fellowship to which they have 
ascended. A glance at the following details may tend to warm 


our hearts, too apt to languish into indifference ; and some lessons 


of instruction, caution, and encouragement may arise, which are 


as seasonable now as in “ the former days.” 


It was in the spring of 1135, that Harris, then in his twenty- 


first year, was impressed by means of an appeal from the clergy- 
man of his parish on the subject of coming to the Lord’s table. 
Not yet halftawakened, he nevertheless resolved to forsake out- 
ward sin; and, as a first step, in going home from church, he 


became reconciled to a neighbor with whom he had been at 


variance. ‘ Knowing nothing of the wedding garment,” he 


writes, “ being yet an utter stranger to all inward religion, and 
the misery of my state by nature, and consequently knowing 
nothing truly of the Lord Jesus, I advanced no farther than form-_ 
ing a resolution to lead a new life, though I knew not where to 


begin, or what to do.” On Easter-day, immediately following, 


he went to the Holy Communion, and, while repeating the 
 sentences—‘* We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings ; the remembrance of them is grievous unto 


us; the burden of them is intolerable”—he began to feel with - 


terror that his confession, so solemn and pathetic in word, was in 
word only. He had experienced no inward pang, no over- 


whelming Kad. A little later, conviction flashed on him more 
powerfully, disclosing the breadth, spirituality, and comprehensive- 


ness of the Divine law,—calling him to account, as he says, “¢ not 


only for outward sins,” but for his “ looks, aims, and ends,’’ in all 


he “‘ had thought, said and done.” Then he clearly saw that he 


“must be undone for ever.” He felt, in a word, that he was 
without righteousness and without strength. The following Whit- 
‘Sunday was a pentecost indeed to him: at the Lord’s Supper, he 
was enabled to come to Christ as he was, to leave'all and follow 
Him. Now a light above the brightness of the sun arose on the 
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believing soul, and he was assured of his acceptance with God. 
“T was convinced by the Holy Ghost that Christ died for me, — 
and that all my sins were laid on Him. I was now acquitted at 
the bar of justice, and in my. own conscience; and my faith 
proved itself true, by the peace, joy, watchfulness, hatred of sin, 
and fear of offending God, that followed it.” 3 
_“T now began to be more happy, and could not help telling peo- . 
ple, in going home from church that Whit-Sunday, that I knew my 
sins were forgiven me; though I had never heard any one pro- 
fess that assurance before, or say that it could be obtained: but I 
was so deeply convinced, that nothing could shake my confidence. 
_ However, I felt no persuasion that I should continue in so happy | 
a state, having never conversed with any one that had his face 
towards Zion, and who could instruct me in the ways of the | 
Lord.”’ ‘I was all this while a total stranger to the controver- 
sies of religion: I only knew this, that God loved me, and would, 
for his own Name’s sake, love me freely to the end. This made 
me love him again, and study how to show my love tohim. I 
cannot express the comfort I now enjoyed in my soul, being con- 
tinually favored with the Divine presence, and having my conver- 
sation in heaven.”’ ‘‘I sold what I had, and gave to the poor; 
and, among the rest, such clothes as I thought too gay for a_ 
Christian. ‘ Every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or — 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
| name’s sake, shall receive an hundred-fold, and shall inherit ever- 
lasting life.’ (Matt. xix. 29.) Upon this promise, I resigned my 
body and soul to his care for ever.” : | | 
The state of the Principality, as to religion was lamentable. 
Harris had never seen one man awakened by the preaching of those | 
_ times. ‘I could not help speaking,” he observes, “ to as man 
as possible of their danger. Though I had but little knowledge 
of the way of salvation by faith, yet I was happy in feeling the 
blessedness of it in my own soul. Death and judgment were my 
principal subjects of conversation. I set up family worship in my 
mother’s house, and on Sunday mornings some of the neighbors 
would come to hear me read the Lessons and the Psalms. Sab- 
bath evenings I spent with a few friends, whose hearts the Lord 
had touched with a sense of their danger. Now the fire of God 
did so burn in my soul, that I could not rest day or night without 
doing something for my God and Saviour. Time was so precious © 
that I knew not how to improve it to His glory and the good of | 
souls. When alone, 1 was wholly employed in reading, praying, | 
or writing. At the same time, I continued to exhort the poor 
people, who flocked to hear me every Sunday evening. I soon 
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became the public talk of the country; but I was carried as on 


wings through all my trials, both inward and outward. I was 


highly favored, indeed, by the Friend of sinners, and was now 


quite another man. T feared nothing, though my life was in 
danger from the threats of such as loved darkness rather than 


light: I was not moved, but went on comfortably, little thinking, 


all this time, that I was to become more public at some future 


period. Thus I spent the summer of 1730.” 


After a single term spent at St. Mary Hall, Oxford, where 
every thing seemed uncongenial, Harris returned to his native 
hills, and occupied himself in going from house to house till he 


had visited nearly the whole parish, and much of the neighbor-_ 
hood beside. ‘* The people,” to quote his own testimony, ‘“‘ ‘began 
now to assemble in vast numbers, so that the houses in which I 


addressed them were too small for the congregations. The word 


was attended with such power, that many cried out on the spot 


for the pardon of their sins. Such as lived in malice, acknowl 


edged their faults, made peace with one another, and appeared | 
concerned about their eternal state. The parish churches were | 


now better attended, and family-worship was set up in many 
houses.”” 

Many religrous societies were formed, as early as s A. D. 1785 
and 1756, in imitation of Dr. Woodward’s plan.* The young 
evangelist, who had commenced field-preaching, was meanwhile 


addressing large companies, three, four, five, and occasionally six, 


times a day. N or did he spend his strength for nought. Hardy 
sinners were often literally prostrate, and the excitement of the 
public mind was unbounded. But, as in primitive times, when a 
great door and effectual” was opened,” it was the signal for 
the mult iplying of adversaries.” Magistrates, the clergy, and 
the untamed mob, were alike enraged at this display of unauthor- 
ized zeal. Yet I was carried, oF says Harris, ‘as on the wings 
of an eagle, triumphantly over all. I took no particular tezts, 
but discoursed Freely, as the Lord gave me utterance. The gift 
I had received was as yet to convince the conscience of sin.” 

In a few years several ministers of different communions were 


led to join with one heart in the great cause of God and of man. 


Jones, of Llanddowror, with the scantiest means, established more 
than fifty charity-schools. It was accounted nothing to come 
twenty miles to hear a sermon. ‘The word mightily grew and pre- 


* Tt is cratify in ¢ to have the testimony of Mr. ge in favor of meetings 
for Chrisuan counsel and fellowship. “Such means of edification,” he observes, 
“are now highly approved of in Wales, and adopted by Ad — and 


people of al] denominations.”—EpITs. 


- 


- _- 
4 


\ 


: 

= 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| i 
nef 


110 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


vailed. ‘All the way from Pot-y-pool to Abergavenny,”’ says 
Mr. Whitefield, “I could think of nothing so much as Joshua 
going from city to city, and subduing the devoted nations.’ 

~ 6] went,” says Harris, “to hear Mr. John Wesley, of whom 


I knew nothing but by report. In consequence of. what I had : 
heard of him, I loved him, though I had some prejudice against. 
him, because he did not maintain ‘the doctrine of election, and the 


perseverance of saints. His text was, ‘ Look unto me, and be 
_ ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there is 
none else.’ (Isai. xlv. 22.) He ‘preached so excellently—and 
so clearly held forth free justification by faith, without the works 


of the law; the necessity, duty, and privilege of looking to Jesus © 


- for righteousness and strength—and the Spirit of God attended 
his discourse to my soul in such a manner—that my prejudice fell 
to the ground, and I was convinced that he was a faithful minister 


of Jesus Christ. This was especially the case when I went to his’ 


lodgings, where he was vastly enlarged in prayer for me, for the 
Rev. G. Jones, and for all ‘Wales. Thus, I believe, from the 
benefit I received, that my going to Bristol was of God. Thence 
I set out again for the Principality, and found the door now 
opening wider and wider to the counties of Glamorgan, Brecon, 
Radnor, Carmarthen, and Pembroke. I had reason to believe my 
labors were attended with much blessing.” — 


In Mr. Charles Wesley’ s Journal there occurs a most hiebethe- 


istic notice of Harris. The passage was written in London, under 


date of May 8th, 1740:—** He declared his experience before 


the Society. O what a flame was kindled! No man speaks in 
my hearing as this man speaketh. What a nursiny-father God 
has sent us! He has, indeed, learned of the good Shepherd to 
carry the lambs in his bosom. Such Jove, such. power, such sim- 
plicity, was irresistible.” 

*~ went through South Wales,” says Harris, “ havi ng new 
strength and anew commission from the Lord. I was followed, 
in general, by those of the HKstablished Church. But when I 
~ began to show them their danger thoroughly, and that the doctrine 
the y heard was not that of our Articles and Homilies, nor of the 
old Reformers, I was looked upon as an enemy to the Church, 
thouzh all the while I was endeavoring to revive it........... But the 
Lord kept me all this while from meddling with the differences 
and controversies about the ezternals of religion ; for I dreaded 
the consequences this would produce to souls new ly awakened.” 

“Can 1 forget my dearest brother,” he writes in January, 
1749, to a fallow soldier, ‘* who is not only born of the seed royal, 


but also engaged in the same war, and sent out on the same 
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errand? Let earths, hell, sin, and Satan combine: thou man of 


God, reach forth thy hand, and in the strength of the Most High 
we will wade theogah the waters, trample on scorpions triumph i in 
the flames, rejoice and leap over every wall, enter and. possess the 
good land of promise. Go on, thou herald of the Lord of hosts ; 
stir up thyself The Lord, the Lord omnipotent, the glorious and 
almighty Jesus, reigns over all worlds: he overrules all things, 


even hurtful things, and the devices of Satan. He terminates. 


the great ocean, gives it command, and, lo, it obeys him !—'Fo 
arms, to arms, my brother. Cry aloud, spare not, tread down 


the foe, like a mighty conqueror. Let him know thy commission 
bears Heaven’s broad seal,—that thy ‘weapons are not carnal, but 


mighty through God. Rejoice and sing in the midst of all; for 
all is well—all is yours.” 

Q what experience I gained by that journey! —he 
exclaims, in review of manifold labors in Merionethshire and Car- 
narvonshire, where 2m deaths oft he had been enabled to show 


much of the meekness and gentleness of Christ. ‘I never had 
‘so much acquaintance with the nature of selflove, which grew 
insensibly upon me in consequence of my success. I saw more 


and more of the depth of evil in my nature. I find as yet that I 


am but a child, and so understand and speak as a child. But the 
. Lord continued, by degrees, to show me more of the height, 


depth, length,. and breadth of His love in Christ ; and led me to 
know, by experience, more of his sufferings, death, and resur- 


rection, love, and faithfulness: my eyes were more opened, and 


my spiritual ‘understanding increased, to apprehend the mystery 
of Jesus Christ, who can be savingly known in. his various charac- 
ters, as the door and the way to God, only by the operation of the 


a Holy Ghost. The cross was burdensome to my flesh ; but I felt 
my soul growing sweetly under it.”” 


“6 T clear! y saw that many were beginning to turn the grace of 
Gol into licentiousness ; indulging themselves into spiritual pride, 
judging and despising others. Not believing that perfection, or 


complete deliverance from the power of indw elling sin, is attaina- — 


ble here; they appeared to be at ease under its dominion, par- 
ticularly as to lightness of spirit, and love of the world. Secing 
this, I had new light and power to preach the genuine fruits of 
real faith, and the necessary effects of. Divine truth savingly 
believed in the heart. I was enabled to distinguish between nomi- 
nal and real Christians, and saw the absolute necessity of exhort- 
ing all to make their calling and election sure, and to obtain the 
victory over all their spiritual enemies. This doctrine caused a 


vehement opposition ; but I was encouraged by seeing daily the 
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good effect it had on the sincere, to rouse and drive them to the 
Lamb of God.” 

The following letter, which breathes an admirable filial piety, 
may close this 


‘“¢ Pembrokeshire, March 8d, 1742. 


“My very DEAR Motnuer,—Think not that I undutifully 
forget you because I do not write to you oftener. My soul often 
wrestles for you. I trust, when your ashes mingle with the dust, 
I shall meet your soul among the glorified tribes in the realms 
above. Ilong to see you, and to hear what our Lord has done 
for your soul since I last saw you. I trust He is feeding your 
hungry soul with the bread of life; that he is bringing you 
nearer and nearer to Himself, and shawi ing you how dangerous it 
is to rest anywhere short of his merits—His sacred wounds. O 
how should I wash my Lord’s feet with tears of eratitudé and 
love, if He in any wise employed me for the spiritual good of her 
precious soul that instrumentally gave me my being! You 
kindly watched over me and acted towards me as a most tender 
mother, when I might be justly ranked among the most undutiful 
of sons. But ever adored be God, who called us to such an 
honor as to have fellowship with Himself! It i is delightful to my 
soul to see any walking with their faces Zionward ; but it is 
unspeakably sweet to see my aged mother among them. Who 
knows but that my poor dear brothers may yet become willing to 
be counted as fools for Christ’s sake ? 

“ The work of the Lord goes on wonderfully averywliit, There 
is a general revival. More come to hear the gospel than ever 
before. ‘The Lord continues to be exceedingly gracious to my 
soul, and leads me on by the still waters of comfort. 

am, dear and honored mother, 
‘¢ Your most dutiful son, 


(To be concluded.) 


Tue truly humble Christian never inquires into the faults of 
his neighbor—he takes no pleasure in judging them,—he occu- 
pies hinzelf solely with his own.—ATNIANASIUS. 


Goop works ought to be justified by prayer, and prayer by 
good works — JEROME. 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. lis 


ORIGINAL. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


New York, December 20, 1852. 


“ Burss the i; O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all 
thy diseases.” Yes, there is balm in Gilead, and a Physician there. 


I wonld tell, to his praise, what he hath done for my soul; that 
those who desire a perfect cure may repair to this great Physician 


whey power is only equalled by his love. , 
At the age of thirteen I was awakened to a sense of my guilt 
li sendemaiiicn, as a sinner. I sought and obtained pardon 
through our Lord Jesus Christ; but it was not until several years 
after that my eyes were opened to see the deep seated corruption 
of my soul, and its need of a thorough cleansing. My views of the 
exceeding sinfulness of my nature were such as would have driven 
me to despair, had it not been for the precious promises suggested 
by the Spirit. _ For hours I would plead one of these in agonizing 


prayer, until nature was exhau ‘ted. I looked forsome great manifes- 
— tation of my acceptance, instead of simply believing the sure promise ~ 
of God and receiving its fulfilment by faith. I obtained, however, 


at length a clear winess of my justification, and conviction 
that the holiness I panted for was attainable before death. I 
might have sought and obtained this great blessing then, but when 
[ found that this doct ine was considered heresy by the church to 
which I was and still am connected, and that the profession of it 
would expose me to censure and disgrace, especially when a very 


dear friend, who experienced and professed holiness, was cut off 


from that communion, I shrank back and began to doubt the truth 
of this view of sanctificition. The consequence was I lost the 
light already given and for ten years longer groaned under the 
bondage of sin, giving only a flickering light and defrauding my 


Saviour of the entire devotion of all my rodtieiand -powars to his. 
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service. I mourn when I think how much I might have accom- 
_ plished during those ten years for the glory of God and the good 
of souls, had I been wholly consecrated to the Lord. But my 
- desires for holiness remained, and were increased by reading 
- Upham’s works, and the Memoirs of Madame Guion and Catharine 
Adorna. Books of this character were the only ones I felt much 
interest in. During these years of seeking, some passage of 
Scripture, bearing upon this subject, was continually impressed 
upon my mind, such as “The King’s daughter is all a 
within becometh thy house, O Lord, forever ;’ 
Ye are the temple of God;” “ What agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols?” I now saw that the Spirit was thus _ 
leading me to seek full salvation. I covenanted with the Lord 
that if He would sanctify my soul, 1 would submit to any means 
necessary, however severe. He took meat my word and, removed 
my idols—every thing in which I had sought enjoyment or 
‘satisfaction. I passed through the deep waters of sorrow and the 
fires of adversity, but the Lord suffered not my confidence in his — 
love and faithfulness to fail. In every trial I was enabled to see — 
his hand answering my petition for holiness. I brought my 
desolate, bleading heart to my Saviour, entreating him to bind up 
its wounds and fill it with himself. He took away my health, 
obliged me to give up my employment as teacher, and removed 
me from the society of Christian friends. Last winter, as my 
_ health improved, and the prospect of again engaging in the active 
duties of life opened before me, my desires for holiness increased. 
Formerly I had sought it for the sake of the peace and happiness © 
connected with it, but then I sought it only that I might live for 
the glory of God. My own enjoyment appeared of little conse- 
quence, compared with the honor of my Saviour. Although I so 
much desired holiness itself, I was prejudiced against any ‘honey 
respecting it, which would involve a sacrifice of my orthodoxy as a 
Presbyterian, and my standing in that church. About a year ago 
a Methodist friend spoke to me of her view of sanctification. I 
told her never to say anything more to me on the subject, as my 
mind was made up on that point. At the very time I made this 
remark my soul was panting for deliverance from the bondage of 


| 
| | 
| | | 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
5 
| 
| 
t | 
| | | 
| | | 
“2 
¥ 
. 
| 
WwW 


out his Spirit. 
intense, and I wrestled in prayer the whole evening for this 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


sin, Or as I then expressed it, perfect union and likeness of soul 
to Christ. 


One evening, in February last, I attended a prayer meeting in 
the Reformed Dutch Church at Harlem, where God was. pouring 
My desires for perfect union to Christ were 


blessing. I felt that something, I knew not what, hindered me 


from enjoying this union, and I besought the Lord to show me ~ 
before I left the place what it was, promising him, that ifa right: 


hand or right eye was in the way, it should be sacrificed. I had 


never before felt so ready to count all things but loss that I might. 
win Christ. 


Just before the close of the meeting I found myself, 
without premeditation, — solemnly vowing, that if the Lord 


would convince me of the truth of the Mectchas of holiness, 
and give me the experience of it in my own soul I would | 


profess it. I was amazed at the step I had taken, but felt 
that this was the answer to the prayers of the evening, 
and resolved to be honest with God and 
light I could on the subject of holiness. For several weeks [ 
stadied my Bible to ascertain what I might and ought to be even 
this side of heaven. The Holy Spirit gave light, and I became 
again convinced that it was my duty and privilege to be holy. 


That in no other way could I live for the glory of God, and that 


this sanctification was as sure to me in Christ as justification. 


How to obtain it I understood it not, until I called upon Mrs. 


She explained to me how it was received through faith. 
That as I had consecrated myself wholly to the Lord, I was bound 


Palmer. 


to believe that he, faithful to his promise, accepted the sacrifice 
and sanctified it to his service. Praise the Lord, I was enabled to 
believe with the heart unto righteousness, and to appropriate 
Jesus as my Saviour from all sins. Ever since my faith has been 
gaining strength, especially when J have testified to this full 


salvation. Many conflicts have I had with the enemy, but out of | 


them all has the Lord delivered me; and thus far have I been 
enabled to hold fast the beginning of my confidence. My soul has 
rest from the war, occasioned by the flesh lusting against the 
spirit, enjoys a deep, abiding peace, aud is filled with love to God 
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and my neighbor. What hath God wrought! Surely he leadeth 


the blind by a way which they know not! He led mé through 


fire and water, but brought me out in a wealthy place. May I 
“render unto the Lord according to all the benefits bestowed upon 


me,” “for unto whom much is given of them shall much be 
required.” C. 


ORIGINAL. | 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


St. John, February, 1853. 


Dear Brorner: — Since the Lord has blessed me with a 
knowledge of his full salvation, I have often felt it a duty to write 
a few lines for the Guide, hoping that it might, in some measure, 


promote the glory of God, and be of some use to others who are 


seeking the way of holiness. I can truly say that the Guide has 


been made a great blessing to me, and that I owe very much after 


| the Bible to that valuable publication. ‘To God be all the praise. 
— It is now ten years that I have been enjoying the justifying grace 


of God, and ever since my conversion I have felt it my indispen-— 


sable duty to give myself fully to God. During that period I have 
often prayed for holiness, yet I was not willing to make a full 


surrender of all my idols ; yes, often I desired holiness, but there 
were 


“Some idols that I would not own, 
Some secret bosom sin.” 


Some accursed thing that always kept me back from my God. 
In reading the Guide I became convinced that it was holiness that 
I needed, and with God’s help resolved to seek it. I began to 
pray earnestly for thit blessing; the more I prayed the more I 
felt drawn out in prayer and in earnest desire after God. I soon 


felt that God would bless me with his great salvation, yet I fell | 
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into dhe ‘etvor devising @ plan in which God wal him: 
self to my soul. I did not say this in so many words, but I 


thought that unless He came in great glory and sent down fire. 


from heaven I could not believe ; still I resolved to be holy, and 
the language of my heart was, ‘I will not let thee go, 


‘Unless thou tell thy name to me, 
With all thy great salvation bless, 
And make me all like thee.’ ” 


Towards the end of the struggle I still felt myself to be as in 
the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. Yet God, the 
everlasting God, did not see fit to come to my terms. Oh no, it is 
not consistent with his divine nature to come to our terms; we 
must be saved on his own terms or not at all. I now laid my 


offering on the altar. I kept back nothing. I gave up all, and | 


said, — ‘* Come, Lord, in thine own way—I am at thy disposal 
altogether,’—and then I felt a holy calm, and could no longer ask 


God to do a thing for me which I felt was done. Yes, I believed 


that the great transaction was done,—that I was my Lord’s and he 


was mine —a voice coming from Calvary, seemed to say to my 
‘soul, ‘he heareth thee.” I was emptied of self; I felt a peace 
that I never felt before, a rest in God, a full assurance, a holy 


joy, yet I felt nothing of rapture, nothing of an extraordinary 


kind, but simply a divine assurance that God had accepted my 
offering and that 1 was wholly the Lord’s. This took place in my 


chamber on the 19th of last December. Ever since I have felt 


an hungering and thirsting after righteousness. I have often been - 


sorely tempted — but love, universal love continues to strengthen 


and increase daily in my soul. My desire and prayer is that the | 
Church might come up to her privileges, and that her motto might — 
ever be “ Holiness to the Lord.” I feel that I owe much to 


the instrumentality that God used, to bring me thus to himself, 
namely, the ‘¢ Guide.” I shall do all I can to promote its 
extention and circulation among my Christian friends, for I feel that 
the arms of love that compass me would all mankind embrace. 
Yours, in the bonds of Christian love, 
~E. E. Y. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


ORIGINAL. 


THE § ANCTIFIED SUBJECT TO TEMPTATIONS. 


Broruer Decen:—In view of some having taught the possibility of gaining a 
point in Christian experience, in this life, beyond that of our blessed Saviour, 
“who was without sin,” and yet ‘‘was tempted in all points like as we are,” I 
have thought the remarks of our beloved Professor Upham, as recorded in 


| Interior Life, (page 206, ) might be profitable to your readers. 


| York, 4, 1853. T. A. L. 
EXTRACT. 


‘In the present life, all persons, not excepting those who are 
most advanced in holiness, are subject to temptations. Even the 
truly sanctified person is not exempt. Holy persons, like others, 
retain the attributes appropriate to man’s nature ; differing from 
the same attributes in others in this respect only,—that they are 
deprived of irregularities of action, and are entirely subordinate 

to the divine will. Accordingly, the holy person, or the person 
in whom faith and love exist in the highest degree attainable in 
the present life, hungers and thirsts like other persons ; he is the 
subject of the propensities and affections, which lay the founda- 
tion, and which furnish the support of the various family relations ; 
he loves his children, parents, and other relatives, and is the 
subject of other natural ties and sympathies; he suffers from 
fatigue and sickness; he is grieved, troubled, and perplexed, in 
various ways ; and even displeasure and anger, as is evident from 

what was witnessed in the life of our Saviour, are: not entirely 
excluded. While, therefore, it is our privilege, even in the 
present life, to be exempt from the commission of voluntary and 


_known sin, it does not appear, retaining, as we do, our constitu- 


tional tendencies, and remaining subject to coustitutional infirmi- — 


| ties, that we either have, or can reasonably expect, any such 


exemption from temptation. We cannot suppose that any of us, 
in the present life, can be in a better situation than our Saviour, 
who was ‘ without sin;’ but who, nevertheless, ‘ was tempted in 
all pots as we are.’”’ 

A second practical remark, proper to be made in connection 
with this subject, is this: It is hazardous to estimate lightly, and. 


| | 
| 
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~ to trifle with temptation.. The person is greatly wanting in wis- 
dom who undertakes to make sport of them, or who delays a 
moment under the pressure of their influence when he can pos- 
sibly escape. ‘‘ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
: tion,” is the command of Scripture. And the question is well 
asked in the book of Proverbs, 6: 27, 28, “ Can a man take fire 
into his bosom and his clothes not be — ? Can one go 
upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?” The Christian 
who is desirous of securing. fully the approbation of his heavenly 
Father, must be careful not only to do the right, and avoid the 
wrong, but also to avoid all -places and all occasions, which would 
be likely for any reason to lead him into wrong. 
We proceed to observe, in the third place, that eahitiond will, 
in general be violent, in proportion to the decided resistance which 
is made to them. And accordingly, although it is, perhaps, differ- 
ent from what we should naturally expect, the more holy a man is, 
the more violent, at times, will be the temptations which he is 
called to endure. A person who yields to temptation, either in 
whole or in part, which is very apt to be the case with those who 
are not wholly devoted to the Lord, will not be likely to under- 
stand its full power. He does not oppose resistance enough to 
ascertain the strength of the aggressive movement. Satan has no 
inducement to show his full strength to the man who yields easily. 
But he who is determined to sin not at all, who had rather dic 
than commit any known transgression, who opposes the broad and 
- upright energy of his whole being to the assaults of Satan, will 


_ know the immense power of the terrible enemy, that wages war 
him. 


Devotion.—A devout heart is like a warm spring gushing 
through an iceberg. As the spring melts its way through the ice, 
so the spirit of zealous piety bursts through all opposition and 


| worldliness, and pours out streams of holy and permanent influ- 
ence on the world at large. 
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obtained it. 
Monasteries and Colleges were not rich enough to own a 
' complete copy. The Clergy —and even some of the Bishops — 
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Che Missionary Wark. 


CIRCULATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, JUST PUBLISHED BY THE WRITER, ON “‘ THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST.” 


The word of God. Four hundred years ago there was not a 
In the beginning of the fourteenth © 


printed Bible in existence. 
century, the wages of a laboring man are said to have been 
“three half-pence a day.” The price of a well-written Bible 
was thirty pounds. So that a working man, to have been 
able to purchase one copy of the word of God, must have 
devoted the entire earnings of sixteen years, in order to have 
The Bible was then a scarce book. Indeed, many 


were ignorant of the Scriptures, except what of it was contained in 
their ‘* Missals.”” Under such pastors the people “ perished for 
lack of knowledge.”” That book which was able to make them 
‘‘ wise unto salvation,” and intended by its Divine Author to be 


equally accessible to ‘‘ Jew and Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, 


bond and free,” was locked up from them, and its use in their own 
tongue, prohibited under the severest penalties. The provi- 
dential discovery of the art of printing in the middle of the 
fifteenth century, began to dispel the ‘¢ gross darkness’? which 
then covered Christendom. It is on record that Faust, one of the 


_ first printers, sold some of the early printed copies of the Scriptures — 
‘in Paris, (about A. D. 1470,) for sizty crowns each. And Fox 


tells us that in 1521, those who loved the word of God, “ gave five 


marks for a book, and some gave a load of hay for a few chapters © 


of St. James’ or St. Paul’s epistles.’ And Zownsely states that 
in 1429, the New Testament sold * in London for four marks and 
forty pence,’ —a sum equivalent to nearly two hundred dollars 
at present. 

Down to the beginning of the present century, the circulation 
of the Bible was very limited, even in Protestant Christendom ; 
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while, with a few honorable exceptions, hardly anything was done 
to promote its diffusion through the heathen world. From 
Anderson’s “ Annals of the English Bible,” and other writers, we 
gather that in the year 1800, there were, probably, about four 


million copies of the Bible in existence, in thirty-seven transla- 


tions; a supply then about. equal to five copies for every one 
thousand persons on earth, leaving the nine hundred and ninety- 


five utterly destitute of the Word of life. While the amount of 
Christian literature in general was in no better —s to the | 


mental and moral wants of the world. 


Let us now contemplate the present state of the same agency, 


and see the astonishing contrast. ‘Truly, “ the Kingdom of God 


has come nigh unto” us: and hence the moral wonders God is 
now working in the earth: 


As to the position and prospects of 
The Word of God in the present day. 


ground does’ this instrument of human salvation hold now, com- 


pared to that which it occupied fifty: years ago. We hazard 


nothing in saying that a greater number of the Sacred Volume, 
and in more languages, have been printed and distributed during 
the past half century, than all the copies which had previously 
been circulated since the world began! From data within our 


reach, we have calculated that from various sources, including the 


‘‘authorized” issues from the presses of the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, and those of the “ Queen’s Printer’s,” in 
London and Edinburg, together with the Asiatic, European, and 


American Bible Societies, there have been issued since 1804, 


more than seventy-three million copies of the Word of God, in 
nearly one hundred and ninety languages and dialects! These 
‘‘ laws” of Christ’s kingdom, these ‘ leaves of the tree of life, for the 
healing of the nations,” these “ fountains of living waters,” now 
flow forth from the consecrated press, in its regular issues, at an 


average of over eight thousand copies a day, in languages spoken 
_by six hundred millions of our race. And not only has the 
-number been so wonderfully augmented, that wonder has Seen 
repeated in the reduction of its price. Instead of a time when 


there were but few Bibles, and little effort to increase the amount, 
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with a price beyond the reach of all, except the few endowed 


with wealth sufficient to obtain the precious rarity, we live to see — 


a day in which the Bible can be procured by two-thirds of our 


fellow men for a shilling; poor and rich among them can now 


read “in their own tongues the wonderful works of God.” And 
not.only so, a greater miracle opens to our view. We have lived - 


- to see a. day when China, the most numerous nation on earth, 
— containing a third of the human family, have the Holy Scriptures 


published in their own language, and sold for six cents a copy! 
QO, how the heart of St. Paul would have beat high with holy 


gratitude and joy, could he have seen the steam presses of our — 


day, in the establishments of the British and American Bible 
Societies, throwing off his sacred Epistles by thousands every day, — 
to be read, not merely by “‘all the brethren” of one or two 


churches, but by hundreds of millions of the race for whom he © 


wrote them. And yet it is probable that more than one half of 
the time, labor, and money, of the Bible Societies, had to be 
expended in efforts which were merely preparatory, to their more | 
immediate design of placing the Revelation of God in the hands of | 

the people. With over one hundred and forty languages, every- 


thing, from the foundations, had to be accomplished ; suitable men — 
had to be found and qualified for this service ;— they had to 


master these languages, then reduce and systematize them, then 
to compile grammars and lexicons, then patiently translate, revise 
and publish. But now that the Scriptures in these tongues are 


| fully revised and stereotyped, the whole energies of these Institu- 


tions can be devoted to their propagation and distribution. If 
against such difficulties, with everything to learn and to do— 
when societies have accomplished so much for the kingdom of God, | 
during the past forty-eight years, what — with their multiplying 
resources — shall they not accomplish ere this century closes? 
This circulation of the ‘ Gospel of the Kingdom,” fulfils results 
for the cause of Christ, for which nothing else can be a substitute. 
For want of a printed and circulated Bible, the evangelical light, the 
harffiony of religious views, the Sabbath school and tract agencies, 
and other facilities, of the modern churches, were all unknown 
to the Christians of sixteen hundred years ago ;— and, hence, 
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of the Pentecost. The A nallles were enabled in that day to 


five different nations; but here is an instrumentality which 


twenty disciples ” were thus endowed! 
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the great anti-christian Apostacy, —‘‘hence the dark ages,’’ — 
hence the delay in the coming of Christ’s Kingdom on earth. | 
Printing places truth beyond corruption, and gives wings to the _ 
Word of God. In the Bible Societies of this day, the King 
of Saints is repeating — and, in a sense, exceeding — the wonders 


publish the Gospel to the representatives of, at most, twenty- 


publishes “ the wonderful works of God,” in the Gospel of His Son, 


to “ every man, in the tongue wherein he was born,” in “ every |. 
nation under heaven ;’”?—and which is to-day announcing that 


Gospel in a greater number of “ tongues,”’ than there were persons 
present in that Christian assembly when the “ one hundred and 


Shelburne Falls, Feb, 1858. | 


SELECTED. 
PROTECTION AGAINST EVIL. 


Itis pil that bees and wasps will not sting a person whose skin 
is imbued with honey. Hence those who are much exposed to the 
venom of those little creatures, when they have occasion to hive bees, 
or take a nest of wasps, smear their face and hands with honey, 
which is found to be the best preservative. When we are annoyed 
with insult, persecution, and oppression from perverse and malig- 
nant’ men, the best defence against their venom is to have the — 
spirit bathed in honey. Let every part be saturated with meek- 


hess, gentleness, forbearance, patience, and the most spiteful | 


enemy will be disappointed in his endeavors to inflict a sting. We 
shall remain uninjured, while his venom returns to corrode his own 
malignant bosom; or, what is far better, the honey with which he 


comes in contact, will neutralize his hatred, and the good returned 
for evil, overcome evil with good. 


~ 


r 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 4 
a 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
4 
| | 
| | 
4 
it 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ¥ 4 
| bass 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ti, 
| 
| 
\ ke 
| 
A ig 
| 
f 
4 


i 
IF 
t 
q 
4 
4 
4 
‘ 
4" 
fk 
4 
4 
i 
> hy 
al * Be 5 
} 
a! 
4% i, 
| 
‘ 
+ 
> +3; 
3 W 
§ 
5 


=. 
~ 9 


ome 


> 


x 
4 


an, 


as 

~~ 


124 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


SELECTED. 


ENCOURAGEMENR 10 BELIEVERS. 


THE following hiss are from the pen of William Allen, of Leste, a minister 
of the Society of Friends, a gentleman no less distinguished for his piety than his 


learning. | 


He died December 30, 1845, aged 74. 


_’ TRavELLER through this vale of tears, 
Art thou tried with doubts and fears ? 
Does the tempter still assail, | 
“Till thou think’st he must prevail? 
the clouds that intervene, 
Dim the light thou once hast seen ? 
, Dost thou fear thy faith is gone ? 
And that thou art left alone, 
A traveller on life’s dreary coast 
Thy guide and comfort nearly lost? 


Hear a fellow traveller’s lay ! 

One who hath trod the painful way, 

Who in the j journey he hath passed, 

Has met with many a bitter blast; 

Upon whose head the storm has beat, 
While many a thorn has pierced his feet ; 

But matchless mercy hitherto, 
Hath interposed and brought him — 
And hath enabled him to raise — 

At times, the cheerful song of praise. 


In patience, then, possess the soul, 

Stand still! for while the thunders roll, 
Thy Saviour sees thee through the gloom, 

And will to thy assistance come. 

His love and mercy will be shown, 
To those who trust in Him alone, 
Trust, humbly trust, in His defence, 
Preserve thy hope and confidence ; 
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To Him apply in fervent prayer, 
On Him, in faith, cast all thy care. 
Then will the tempest pass away, 
Then will the night give place to day; ; 
And thou rejoicingly will find 
Those trials wisely were designed 

To subject every wish of thine, 
Completely, to the Will Divine ; 
To fix thy heart on things above — 

To fill thy soul with heavenly love — 
And, through the power of mighty grace, 
To fit thee for the glorious place, 


Where saints and angels, round the throne, 


Forever sing, ‘‘ Thy will be done.”’ 


SBELECTED.: 


CONTENTMENT. 


Tne following stanzas are two hundred and sixty years old they ¥ were written 


by Robert Sout. well : 


My conscience is my crown, 
Contented thoughts my rest, 

My heart is happy in itself, 

My bliss is in my breast. 


My wishes are but few, 
All easy to fulfil : 

I make the limits of my power 
The bounds unto my will. 


I fear no care of eold, 
Well-doing is my wealth : 
My mind to me an empire is, 


While grace affordeth health. 


I clip high climbing thoughts — 
The wings of swelling pride : 
Their fall is worst that from the height 
Of greatest honors slide. 
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Miscellany. 
PRAYER FOR EDITORS. 

Norninxc of late has given us so mteh-encouragement in our work, as the 
assurance received from most of our correspondents that we are remembered by 
them in their approaches to the mercy seat. To this, and not to any superior 
qualifications on our part, have we attributed the success and usefulness of the 
Guide during the past year. We entered upon our work with fear and trembling. 
Without experience in editorial duties and with the responsibilities of a large 
parochial charge, we felt that we had ground to fear that one or both of these 
interests would suffer in our hands. But God hath graciously vouchsafed his aid. 


Constantly encouraged by the cheerful co-operation of a dear people who 
delight to remember their pastor at the throne of heavenly grace, and stimulated by 


| 


the daily augmenting evidence that God is blessing our monthly issues to the — 


enlightening, confirming and strengthening of His dear children in every part of 
the land, we continue unto this day. Beloved, still plead with God in behalf of 
your editor. The following which we clip from the “ Weekly Message,” a paper 
published in Greensborough, N. C., and edited by a lady, so fully harmonizes with 
our views and feelings on this subject, that we cannot forbear giving it to our 
readers. .We take pleasure, by the way, in saying that the ‘Weekly Message” 
bears good evidence of being conducted by one, who not only seeks but receives 
help from on high in the prosecution of her labors. Its original matter and 
selections are excellent, and what is better than all it is deeply impregnated with 
the spirit of holiness. May such periodicals be multiplied. | 


PRAY FOR US, ‘ 


So much accustomed are we to hearing Christians and ministers ask an interest 
in our prayers that there is danger of our regarding it as a mere form, but if an 
editor asks his readers to pray that he may be enabled to conduct his paper aright, 
we know not but that the prayerless may smile, thinking that natural ability hus 
much more to do in conducting a paper than prayer; and not only the prayerless, 
‘we fear, but many Christians, place too low an estimate on prayer, if they do not 


set too high a value on natural ability. | 

But if there should unfortunately be editors so talented, that they forget their 
dependance on him who bestowed on them these talents, we think, there are few if 
any religious editors but what would feel greatly encouraged, if they knew they 
had an interest in the prayers of their readers. They, doubtless, often feel it to be 
difficult to maintain that devotion of heart they desire, when in addition to the 
usual cares of business, there is the task of suiting the taste of hundreds and thou- 
sands of readers, but let the prayers of their numerous readers ascend for them, and 
the grace of God will be found sufficient even for them, and we may then expect 
to find as meek, humble and perfect Christians in the editorial chair as any where else. 

However others may feel on this subject, there is one endeavoring to conduct a 
paper who needs the prayers of her readers — one who feels that it is of the Lord 
she has been enabled to get on at all, and without prayer—without the blessing 
which descends in answer to prayer, she would fear to undertake another paper. 
She believes many have remembered her in their approaches to the mercy seat, 
but desires every reader to pray that something may be selected or written adapted 
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to his or her case. Then, although they should possess the wisdom of Solomon, 


the Lord in answer to prayer would send some message; it might be a plain 


remark, or the example of some little child related, would affect their hearts so as 


to improve and incite them to greater diligence. Then let your prayers be joined 
to ours, for without prayer you would not only fail to receive profit from our 


paper, but we should sustain spiritual loss, in attempting to conduct it, and dear 


as is this paper to our hearts, it bears no comparison to the smiles of our heavenly . 
_. Father. But we are confident that there is no necessity for loss here, but rather | 


for gain, as we believe, if we carry on the paper aright, we shall secure’ the 
approving smiles of our Father, not doubting but that it is his will that we should 


‘in this way serve him. Then aided by your prayers, we hope to be enabled, while 
we endeavor to please each reader for his good to edification, to do it with an 


“eye single to the glory of God.” — : 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


Tue Sournern Lapres’ Companton.— Rev. M. Henk eE, D. D., Editor, 
Nashville; Tenn. | 


Contents of February No. — The Farmer's Daughter ; On the Management of 
Young Children; Miriam; To my Sister in Heaven; The Widowed Heart ; To 


my Uncle Wm. H. §&.; Little Willie; Neglect of Health, and other matters ; 


Vegetable Kingdom; Parting Salutations; Self Reliance; Happy Dying; The 
Beauties of Nature; Musings of an Itinerant; Home-made Sermons on Practical 
Subjects; The First Cross Word; How tobe Miserable ; Affection; Methodism ; 
Miscellany. | 


‘Tue ILtustRATED MaGazINnE OF ArT for March has been received. It 
contains nearly forty engravings of surpassing beauty, illustrating a large quantity _ 


of useful and entertaining letter press. — A. Montgomery, New York; Redding & 
Co., Boston. | | | 


Tus Lapies’ Repository for March lies on our table. It is embelished with © 


two beautiful engravings, one of which represents a scene in rural life and the 


other a sleeping child. Prof. Larrabee, its former editor, has been succeeded by . 


Rey. Davis W. Clark, D.D., of New York. The doctor enters with facility on his 
new duties — and we predict will abundantly sustain the reputation of this popular 


work. It has ever been, and we doubt not will continue to be, a credit to the 


church under whose patronage it is issued.— Boston, J. P. Magee, Agent, 5 
Cornhill. 


THE Musica, Review anp CuoraL ApvocaTE.— Edited by C. M. Capy, 
New York: F. J. Huntington, and Mason & Law, 23 Park Row. | 


We have received from the publishers the January number of this monthly. It 
is got up in admirable taste, well printed, and on excellent paper. From a cursory 


examination we should pronounce it just the thing for all lovers of music. Ouly 
one dollar per year in advance. 
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Emerson Geo 1 July Maddox Rebecca 1 Jan Upham Geo 
Frazier James 1 Jan °54/ McAllister Mrs 1 Jan 54 Vanmeter Miss R 
French Kev M 1 Jan 54] Martin Rev J B. 1 Jan °54; Walter Mary E 
Frautz Kesiah | Jan * McKee Mary J 1 Jan °54, Wakley Mrs N- 
i oote JB 1 Jan McArthur Wm 2 Jan Worthen AnnS 
ree Mra 1 Jan Mears Kev JR 1 Jan °54!| Wilmot MrsJS 
Fiauce Mrs HT 1 Jan Mathews Elizth 1 Jan Ward CF 
Farrington Miss S 3 Mead Miss HS 1 Jan °54| Westfall G 
Fairchild 1 Jan Nute Martha 1 Jan °54 | Whipple Mrs D 
Fauirchild Lydia 1 Jan °54| Nuble Mis John 1 Jan Wyatt:Rev W 
Fogg Mrs C 1 Jan °54| Nourse Mrs W 1 July 53 | Wise John 
Gitchell Olive 1 Jan Nayker CJ 1 Jan West Mary J 
Graves John I Jan °54 em GW 1 Jan 754; Williams Wm 
ould George 1 Jan Sarah 1 Jan 753) Wiight Mary 
Golson DrJ W Jan °54! Pratt kufus 1- Jan °54 | Young Shelleck 


123- GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE GUIDE. 
' FROM JAN. 7, TO JAN. 20, 1853. | 


PAYS TO) 
July ’53 | Gaylord Nancy 
July ’53| Gilbert J M 
Jan °54] Gillet O L 
How Sarah R 
Jan Hull WmS 
Jan °54} Hodgson Mrs J 
Jan 7°54 Hodgkins Mrs D 
July °53| Hovey . 
Jan °54| Huntley Rev J W 
67 Jan °54 | Hanson Mrs L O 
Jan °54| Hopkins Mrs J. 
Jan °54 | Houghton H H 


Jan 754 | Pike Ruth 

Jan °54 | Perkins MA 

Jan ‘54 | Phinney S J 

Jan °54 Poilon Susan C 
‘Jan °54 Pierce Mrs 

Jan °54 Palmer Nathan 

July 53 | Peterson John 

July Phinney J 

Jan =| Post W 

Jan Vlatt Marietta 

Jan Pickett WS 

Jan Phillips Rev J 
Jan 54 Rutherford Mrs LA 

Jan °54, Reynolds Jacob 

Jan °54 | Roome Phebe 


Aylworth J. H. 
Atkins J W 
Aldridge Mra J C 
Adams Nancy C 
Alward Geo 


Abbe Levi P 
Anderson P A 
sanning Rev C 
Bishop Munson 
Brent Rev 


~ 


Jan *54 Hayden Mary C 
Jan Hillard Rebecca 
Jan 754 | Higgins aos J 


owe Luc 

Jan °54 | Hodgkins lia 
Jan °54| Horton Lavina M 
Jan Hollowell P 


Jan ’54 | Holway Mrs S B 
50 Jan 52 | Hunt Mrs 


Barstow Mrs A 
Barker J M 
Byers Rev il 
Buchwalter J L 
Banys Rosilla 
Bronson W 


Jan °54 | Rhodes George 
Jan Reynolds Phebe 
Jan °54 | Rose Timothy 

Jan Rathbin Elizth 
Jan Rich Sarah D 

Jan °54! Richardson Mrs M 


~ 


Boothe E 


THatT Tue Money you US IS DULY ACKNOWLEDGED. 


PAYS TO $ 


PAYS TO 
Jan 754 


| | 3 | 
| 
| 
+ 4 | Jan 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan ’54 
| 1 Jan 754 
Ba an ’o4 
BE | 1 Jan ’o4 
| Jan 04 
| l Jan 54 
| 1 Jun 754 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan 54 
| 1 Jan 
3 | 3 Jan 754 
1 Jan 754 
: | 1 Jan ’o4 
4 1 Jan 754 
| 1 93 
i | 1 Jan 
| 1 Jan -’54 
i 1 Jan 733 
7 | 1 Jan ’54 
| 1 Jan 54 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan ’54 
| 1 Jan 
| i Jan ’o4 
| 1 July 
1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan 754 
Bi 1 Jan ‘54 
| 1 Jan 754 
| Jan 54 | 
| | 1 Jan 704 
| l Jan 54 
at | 1 Jan 754 
| 2 Jan ’52 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan 
| 3 July ’94 
| Jan 754 
| 1 Jan ’54 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan ’54 
| 1 Jan 
| 2 Jan "53 
| 1 Jan 754 
| 1 Jan 
mie | 1 Jan 754 
ah | 1 Jan °65 
| l Jan 
| 1 July 
| | 1 Jan 754 
4. | 1 Jan °54 
| 1 Jan ’54 
at 
| | 


